
Fun, Learning Goal of 15th Annual  

Envisioning the Future Day Event 

By Mike James, The Independent 

A pack of kids surrounded a plastic wading pool half-full of 
seed corn, groping about with play shovels and their bare 

hands for half-buried knick-knacks. 
The tickle of a feather, the leathery coolness of a pumpkin, 

the prickle of a pine cone, all were tactile clues the chil-
dren used to find the trinkets. All the children are blind or 

visually impaired and for some of them their hands are 
more useful sensory organs than their eyes. 

Kneeling shoulder to shoulder around the pool brought the 
children together not just physically but in a bond made 

more meaningful in a world where those with sight issues 
live and work with their 20/20 peers. 

That is why once each year the Kentucky Educational De-

velopment Corporation invites blind and visually impaired 
children and their families to come for a day of fun and 

learning. “It’s our 15th year for Envisioning the Future Day 
and we have kids from 22 school districts here for hands-

on learning activities,” said Pam Howard, Outreach Con-
sultant for the Kentucky School for the Blind. “We can 

bring them more in-depth opportunities here than they can 
get in their districts. Some of these kids are the only ones 

in their schools with vision issues so this gives them a 
chance to interact,” she said.  

Specialists got children moving in a spirited dance class, 
emoting a drama circle and creating colorful mosaics of 

beans and rice in the art room. All the activities were tai-
lored to appeal to kids whose sight is limited, failing or non

-existent. 

The pool treasure hunt, for instance, develops tactile dis-
crimination by encouraging children to explore through 

their sense of touch, said Sarah Lloyd, an occupational 
therapist with the Greenup County School District. At the 

same time, there are visual 
                                             Continued on page 2 

Mr. Rick Ricks, Executive 
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Charitable Foundation, 

talks with a family about 

what KSBCF  can do for 

their child's education. 

Our good friend Cody is 

learning a dance called 

the Turkey Trot with his 

new friends. 
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Clues—bright feathers, orange    

pumpkins and a few crimson grains 
amongst the sea of golden corn—

which nudge children to use their eyes 
when they can. 

Abby Cassidy, a Greenup County High 
School freshman, has been attending 

the annual event since kindergarten. 
About all she remembers from her first 

year is playing with sand and beans, 
but she continues to look forward to it 

each year. 
“I think it’s pretty cool knowing I’m 

not the only one with not as good eyes 
as everybody else,” she said. Abby has 

Amblyopia. “That’s a big word to say 

‘lazy eye’,” she said. The effects are 
depth and spatial perception issues. 

Thanks in part to her experiences at 
KEDC, she doesn’t let her affliction get 

her down. “It shows you’re not really 
different. You can do anything       

anybody else can do but in a different 
way.” she said. 

While children are at play, their par-
ents are getting to know one another, 

sharing experiences and discovering 
new resources. 

A Must See Movie This Holiday Season 
When Travis Freeman, a high school football star from Corbin, Kentucky is suddenly 

stricken with irreversible, total blindness, he must decide whether to live a safe,  
protected life or to summon the courage through playing football to step back into 

the world. 
23 Blast is based on the amazing true story of a young man from Kentucky. In the 

prime of his youth, he is unexpectedly stricken with an infection that destroys his 
optic nerve; he becomes blind overnight. Under the influence of parents who love 

him, an orientation and mobility instructor who challenges him, a coach who inspires 
him, and a best friend who he cannot bear to leave behind, Travis shows what true 

bravery is by playing football, helping his team advance to the State playoffs. 
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KVEC Holds 2nd Annual Fall Gathering 

The theme this year was “I CAN”. It 

was a day filled with activities for    
students in the KVEC area to learn and 

better understand how to make better 
food choices, eat healthier, and        

exercise more. 
Students learned some basic Yoga skills 

to help relieve stress as well as        
exercise routines that can be done 

without having to use expensive  
equipment. 

According to Verna Howell, KSB      
Outreach Consultant in the KVEC      

Region, the purpose and mission of the 
Fall Gathering is to assist the area 

school districts in meeting the          

requirements in regards to the         
Expanded Core Curriculum. “This allows 

our students to gain knowledge in     
areas that they would not normally be 

able to take advantage of,” said Howell. 
In addition to the student activities, 

presentations were made for the     
parents concerning relevant issues in 

their child's educational lives. 

 

Students learning the fine points of Yoga at 2nd 

Annual KVEC Fall Gathering 

 

Connie Hill, KSB Low Vision Therapist talks 

with parents about low vision issues. 

On October 16th, the Kentucky School for 

the Blind and the Kentucky School for the 
Deaf Outreach Departments joined forces 

for the 2nd Annual Kentucky Valley Educa-
tional Co-op’s Fall Gathering for youth who 

are blind/visually impaired or deaf/hard of   
hearing. 103 students and 20 parents   

gathered in Hazard for a day of learning 
and fun. 

 

It’s 

More 

Than the 

Core! 
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West Kentucky White Cane 

Day Dinner held in Murray 

Twenty-two people gathered on October 14th for the First Annual West Kentucky White 

Cane Day Dinner at the Sirloin Stockade in Murray, Kentucky. A program and fellowship  
followed the Dinner. Attendees included students and family members, representatives 

from agencies and individuals interested in vision loss.  
The group plans to meet again in the spring. 

At left are program         

presenters: Terri George, 

Marshall County TVI/COMS 

and Katrina Berry WKEC 

TVI/COMS. They presented 

how O&M services are     

provided to children and 

adults who experience vision 

loss. 

 

Pictured right is Robbin Cox, 

KSB Outreach Consultant 

and Katrina Brown, a      

student from Hazel, KY. 
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Proud Grandmother 

Shares a Picture 

Celebrating his first Halloween is Tyler  

Erwin of Louisville. Tyler was recently   
diagnosed with X-linked Cone Dystrophy. 

Tyler’s grandma reports he keeps his new 
glasses on very well! HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

TYLER! 

Mark Your  

Calendars  

February 24 

KSB Parent Dinner—6:00PM in the Prac-
tical Living Lab. Program will feature Dr. 

David Hume and his wonderful world of 
technology. RSVP is requested. 

 
March 21 

Family Event for Central Kentucky   
Educational Co-op and the Southeast 

Educational Co-op. 12PM—5:00PM. 
Event will be held at George Rogers 

Clark High School in Winchester. Dave 
Wickstrom (Paralympics Sports Club and 

Kentucky Beep Baseball President) will 
conducting Goal Ball activities. Other  

organizational representatives will also 

be on hand. There will also be SPECIAL 
guest speaker present. 

 
APRIL 16 

West Kentucky Family Soup Supper—
Madisonville. Time and location yet to 

be determined. Program will follow   
dinner. 

 
April 17 

Western Kentucky Visionary Day—
Madisonville, Kentucky 

Location and time to be announced. 

Currency readers will be widely available to 

all U.S. citizens, or persons legally residing 
in the U.S. who are blind or visually          

impaired, starting January 2, 2015.          
Individuals must be a National Library     

Service for the Blind and Physically     
Handicapped, Library of Congress patron. 

Individuals who are not NLS patrons must 
submit an application, signed by a         

competent authority who can certify         
eligibility. Applications are now available in 

English and in Spanish. All applications will 
be processed beginning January 2, 2015. 

U.S. Currency Readers Available 

January 2, 2015 
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Peggy Sinclair-

Morris New Director 

of Outreach 

Peggy Sinclair Morris recently moved with 

her family to Louisville from Richmond, VA 

where she was working as the Project      

Coordinator for the Virginia Deaf-Blind    

Project at Virginia Commonwealth           

University. Prior to that, she was a Teacher 

of the Visually Impaired and an O&M      

Specialist in VA, NM, and TX. 

She received her Master’s degree in Deaf 

Education, Parent Infant Education from Gal-

laudet University in Washington, D.C. and 

holds a bachelor’s degree in Visual Im-

pairment and Orientation & Mobility from 

Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdo-

ches, Texas. Sinclair-Morris is a mother 

to three children, Rheanna-19, Lydia-15, 

and Quinlan-12. She and her husband 

grew up in Los Alamos, New Mexico and 

they enjoy hiking and college basketball. 

“I’m excited to be working at KSB and 

providing services throughout the Com-

monwealth,” said Sinclair-Morris. 

PROUD  

TO BE A 

 KSB 

WILDCAT! 
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 *In most early civilizations blind men 

are sold into ship galley slavery and blind 
women are sold into prostitution or the 

blind survive as beggars. 
  *The first Pharaohs around 3000 B.C. 

command that blind infants be left to die. 
  *By 2500 B.C. Egyptians treat eye    

disease and educate the blind. 
  *A blind Pharaoh about 700 B.C.   

forcefully regains his throne after a     
foreign invasion. 

  *The blind poet Homer of Greece     
presumably authors both the “Iliad” and 

the “Odyssey” in the 9th century B.C. 
  *Roman healers in the first century us a 

needle to crudely push a cataract lens out 

of the visual field. 
  *Some Roman cities limit infanticide, 

requiring, for example, the consent of 
five neighbors before a newborn could be 

killed. 
  *Similar to the guilds of the era,   

brotherhoods of the blind organize in 
Europe in the Middle Ages to advance 

their interests. 
  *The English poet John Milton writes the 

masterpiece “Paradise Lost” after        
becoming blind around 1652. 

  *Taught with letters of wood in 1676, 
Esther Elizabeth von Waldkirch, the 

daughter of a rich Swiss merchant,      

becomes the first known blind person to 
learn to write. 

  *In 1714, English engineer Henry Miller 
patents with the queen as an aid to the 

blind a mechanical writing machine—the 
precursor of the typewriter. 

  *In 1749 the acclaimed French          
encyclopedist Denis Diderot arouses a 

spirited public debate after publishing a 
letter arguing that the blind could be  

educated. 
 

History of Blindness 
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Check Out These Websites 

One of my favorite sites to visit is 

www.wonderbaby.org. I especially like the 
article “10 Sensory Christmas Activities for 

Children who are Blind.” Terrific craft ideas 
that are easy to do with your kids are     

discussed. 
For those of you that wish to become better 

advocates for your child go to 
www.wrightslaw.com. Parents, educators, 

advocates and attorneys go to this sight for 
accurate, reliable information about special 

education law, education law, and advocacy 
for children with disabilities. 

What’s happening in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky concerning children who are blind 

or visually impaired? Go to the KSB website 

at www.ksb.kyschools.us. Current KSB  
happenings, Outreach happenings, and 

news can be accessed from this one site. 

Short Term Program Hosts 

Braille/Low Vision Carnival 

The Short Term Program of the Kentucky 

School for the Blind held its annual Braille/
Low Vision Carnival on November 20, 2014 

at the school. 
This one day event is aimed at students in 

grades K-5 and features activities designed 
to promote the use of skills, devices, and 

accommodations they may need as they 
continue through school. Participants       

included students in the primary classes at 
KSB and others who came from school   

districts across the state. 
It was truly a carnival. Face painting,     

musical chairs, and refreshments were 
available. There were lots of games        

developed with vision impairments in mind. 

For example, to practice the use of       
magnifiers one activity required students to 

read a street map of the    continued on page 8 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

NOVEMBER 13—14, 2015 

VISUALLY IMPAIRED PRESCHOOL SERVICES 

IN COLLABORATION WITH 

KENTUCKY SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 

Will sponsor a joint FAMILY CONFERENCE 

for families who have children that are  

blind or visually impaired.  

The conference will be held in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Braille/Low Vision Carnival Contin-

ued from page 7 

City of Louisville and locate specific points 

of interest. An arts activity made use of 
dyed and scented  pumpkin seeds to create 

tactual pictures which the students took 
home. One game made use of a dance pad 

to practice the Braille alphabet. 
The Carnival did not leave out literacy. In 

one room groups of students listened to 
stories and each received a book in large 

print or Braille for his or her personal li-
brary. 

The next Braille/Low Vision Carnival is 
scheduled to be held in November 2015. 

We hope to see you there! 


