
Statewide Educational  

Resource on Blindness 



Our Mission:   

“The mission of the Kentucky School for the Blind is to 

provide comprehensive educational services to all 

Kentucky students who are blind and visually 

impaired, birth to 21.” 

 

  

Our Vision: 

“Empowering Students who are Blind and Visually 

Impaired to Command their Future” 

 



We were the third state-supported school 
for the blind established in the United 
States. The school’s founder was Bryce 
McLellan Patten who began teaching a 
class of six blind students in the summer 
of 1839.  

 

The photo on the top left depicts a view 
of the city of Louisville in 1880 from the 
Cupola of the Kentucky Institute for the 
Blind. The Cupola was restored in 1999 
and is still found on campus today. The 
photo on the bottom left is the Kentucky 
Institute for the Blind taken in 1908.  

 

We continue to help all Kentucky 
students who are blind and visually 
impaired to develop their talents, their 
skills and attitudes to become confident, 
competent, and independent adults.  

 

KSB History 



House Bill 237 *Excerpt 

Kentucky School for the Blind shall also serve as 

the Statewide Educational Resource Center on 

Blindness. 

 

They shall provide technical assistance and resource 

services to local school districts, parents, and other 

agencies or organization serving children and youth 

who are blind or visually impaired.  



KSB Advisory Board 

Appointed by the Kentucky 

Board of Education, the 

KSB Advisory Board 

serves in an advisory 

capacity and makes 

recommendations to  

administrators regarding the 

safe, efficient and 

successful administration of 

the school.  

Members include: 

Mike Flynn  

Jan Moseley 

Brandi Hitzelberger  

Gary Mudd 

Kim Taylor 

 



K-12 Academic Program 

Along with the basic 
academic subjects, 

students take courses 
that help them develop 

alternative skills that 
promote independence 

in and out of the 
classroom. 

 

75 students  

currently enrolled 



Reading & 

Writing Braille 
 

 

Participation in 

Academic 

Programming in 

Jefferson County 



Assistive/ 

Adaptive 

Technology 

Community 

Based  

Instruction 

(CBI) 



 

Adult Living 

Program 

World of 

Work 

Program 



These activities play a major role in the lives of 

students. KSB is a member of the North Central 

Association of Schools for the Blind Conference and 

the Kentucky High School Athletic Association.   

 

Extracurricular & Enrichment 



• Choir 

• Percussion Ensemble  

• Private Music 
Instruction  

• Artists In Residence  

• Track and Field 

• Goalball 

• Wrestling 

• Cheerleading 

• Swimming 

• Boy Scouts 

• Girl Scouts  

• Cub Scouts  

• Bill Roby Games 

 

 



Summer Enrichment Program 

KSB offers unique summer 

enrichment programs to 

students who are visually 

impaired and blind  throughout 

Kentucky. There are two 

academic programs, one for 

elementary and one for 

middle/high, and a work 

program for students wanting 

to gain vocational skills.  



INSIGHT Post Secondary 

Education Program 

Participants will attend college classes, classes taught by 

INSIGHT staff, meet with college staff, live in the dorms 

with other students, make and keep schedules, and 

participate in various normal campus activities. 



Regional Braille Challenge 

Competition 

This competition includes 

measuring overall braille 

literacy skills such as: braille 

reading and writing speed 

and accuracy, 

comprehension, spelling, 

proofreading, and 

interpreting tactile (raised 

line) graphics and charts. 



Braille Carnival 

Each fall, KSB hosts an incredible carnival event celebrating literacy 

for students in kindergarten through fifth grade. This year's event is 

scheduled for  

November 21, 2014, 9 AM - 12:30 PM 



Outreach Services 

KSB Outreach supports 
student proficiency by 
assisting local school 
districts, including KSB and 
the Kentucky School for the 
Deaf, in reducing barriers to 
learning associated with a 
vision loss and providing 
students access to the 
general curriculum, the 
Kentucky Core Academic 
Standards, and Expanded 
Core Curriculum for 
Students with Visual 
Impairments. 

 



Short Term Program 

This program offers the student who is 

blind or visually impaired the opportunity 

to significantly improve their skills. 



Computer and 

Assistive 

Technology  

Braille  

Skills  



Low Vision & 

Study Skills 

Orientation & 

Mobility (O&M) 



Recreation 

and Leisure 
 

Independent 

Living 



Outreach Consultants 

Outreach consultants provide 

statewide consultative and 

technical assistance to school 

districts, serving students with 

visual impairments.   
 

This may include, but is not 

limited to on-site observations, 

recommendations for curricular 

materials and instructional 

methods, assessment, and IEP 

development. In addition, they 

also provide the following:  
 

 

• Mentoring of New 

Teachers  

• Assessments  

• Consultation & 

Technical 

Assistance 

• In-service 

Trainings 

• VI Cadre Meetings 





2013-2014  

Consults- 49 

Assessments- 102 

Meeting Attendance- 254 

Mentor/Coaching- 140 

Provide Professional Development - 55 

Professional Learning for Consultants - 98 

Provide Information & Resources- 182 

Follow Up- 21 

Other- 109 

 

Outreach 

Services to 

School 

Districts: 

1010 
 

Number of 

Students 

Served 

Directly: 

 80 



Kentucky Instructional Materials  

Resource Center (KIMRC) 

The KIMRC provides 
textbooks in braille and large 
print and other educational 
materials needed by students 
who are blind and visually 
impaired for use in local 
school programs. The 
resource center also conducts 
an annual registration of 
students who are blind and 
visually impaired in Kentucky. 



Low Vision Clinic 

The primary purpose of a clinical low vision evaluation is to determine 
whether an individual with low vision can benefit from optical and non-

optical devices, as well as adaptive techniques, to enhance visual 
functioning. KSB has a brand new Low Vision Clinic, located  

on the first floor of the Scoggan building. 
 

The low vision clinic served 52 students in 2013-2014 

Dates: 

September 26, 2014 

October 24-25, 2014 

December 12, 2014 

January 23-24, 2015 

February 20, 2015 

March 20, 2015 

April 24, 2015 

May 22, 2015 

Connie Hill, CLVT is our new Low Vision Consultant. 



Family Support Services  

This program promotes and 
engages parents, caregivers 
and other family members 
as full partners in the 
education process for their 
children. We also take an 
active role in collaboration 
with other agencies in 
planning and hosting 
regional and/or statewide 
activities that promote family 
awareness and involvement 
in their child's education. 

 

Our Biennial Family Conference 

was held at the Center for 

Courageous Kids in Scottsville, 

KY, September 19-21. Nineteen 

families participated in 2012.   



Communication 

KSB communicates with parents, stakeholders, educational partners 
and the community on a weekly basis through the following 
publications.  

 

Parent to Parent is a quarterly electronic newsletter containing 
vision specific topics for parents. 

 

KSB Update is a monthly electronic newsletter containing 
information about all services provided by KSB on campus and 
across the state.  

 

Weekly Wildcat is a weekly electronic newsletter that highlights the 
activities and events that take place on campus and features some 
of the activities conducted by KSB Outreach across the state. 

 

To access any of these publications, please visit our website at 
www.ksb.kyschools.us  

 

http://www.ksb.kyschools.us/


We believe students who are blind and visually impaired… 
 

… can become college and career ready through world class 

… instruction and services 

… have unique needs that must be met 

… have a right to knowledge, tools and relationships necessary to build 
successful lives 

… deserve to be taught in a safe and caring environment by competent 
professionals 

… are meaningful contributors to society 

 

Kentucky School for the Blind 
1867 Frankfort Avenue 

Louisville, KY 40206 

(502) 897-1583 

www.ksb.kyschools.us  

 

Principal: Deborah Phillips 

KSB/KSD Supervisor: Walter T. Hulett 

 

http://www.ksb.kyschools.us/


Statewide Educational  

Resource on Blindness 

Kentucky School for the Blind  


